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Secondary College MAY 2026

PRINCIPAL®S REPORT

Education Week: Monday 18 May to Friday 22 May

Thi s vy e aSforcase woensahgol , encourages school communities to celebrate what makes their
school great.

What makes Casterton Secondary College Unique?
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1 Our wonderful students and staff

9 Our 40acre farm

9 Our beautiful school grounds

9 Our nurturing community, values and high expectations
Vision: Casterton Secondary College is a dynamic learning community, providing unique
opportunities and individualised pathways.

Where students and their teachers share ideas and results and learn from each other; where goals are set
and progress is measured; where students are actively engaged in their learning; where there are
opportunities for higher ordered thinking and learning is differentiated & it meets the needs of every
student.

Providing unique opportunities 0 through applied learning (oenology, viticulture, aquaculture, product
design technology, agriculture, food studies, art...), extra-curricular activities and community engagement.

Individualised pathways & a careers program for all students 7 8 12; individual support for all students
throughout their schooling; individualised programs; subject offerings to support pathways are delivered
face-to-face or via Virtual School Victoria; careers expos and TAFE/university visits etc.

Values.

Respect- forself,consi derati on for otherds views and cultur al
environment, and empathy

Accountability - taking responsibility for our actions, learning and decisions.

Persistence - Pursuing excellence through focus and concentration, curiosity, tenacity and endurance.d
underpins internal motivation and life - long learning.

Mantra:

High Expectations J No Excuses. The school will not accept mediocrity and the excuses that come with it.
It is expected that everyone will try their hardest and produce their best work. That timelines are met; rules
are followed and school values upheld at all times.
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Uniform

With the cold weather fast approaching it is timely to remind students of the uniform policy. We expect all
students to wear correct uniform. Please refer to student planners for an outline of the college uniform, hair
and accessory policy.

Congratulations to the students who wear the correct uniform daily!

Sexting and Consent

Last week Leading Senior Constable LeeAnne Nelson presented sessions to all year levels on Sexting and
Consent. The school is grateful to Lee Anne for her outstanding presentations, and hope our students
understand the importance of protecting their digit al footprint.

One of the articles on School TV (found on the schoo

Sexting is when someone shares sexually explicit text messages, photos or videos with others through
electronic devices like smartphones or computers. This type of behaviour has become more common with
the widespread use of technology and the internet.

As a parent, itds important to talk to your childre
means.

Dr Michael Car-Gregg writes,0 The sexting trend has rewound from t e
of primary schools. These kids are clearly not matu
causing irreversible damage to young minds. 6

Sexting among teens is, unfortunately, very common. Many parents are shocked to hear how casually teens
discuss how prevalentit is. Why do teens do it? To show off, to entice someone, to show interest in
someone, to prove commitment, or even as a joke.

As teens develop an interest in sex, technology and apps make sexting easy, and unfortunately, acceptable
amongst t od8endingthesetypéstof.pictures or messages is problematic enough, but the real
challenge comes when this content is shared broadly. The recipient is in possession of a highly

compromising image or message that can be easily posted or sent to others via email or text. The intention
doesndt matter; technology makes it possible for ev

ltds a sensitive topic but having an open and hones
potential consequences of this behaviour and make responsible decisions.

Additionally, discussing the dangers of sexting can help them understand the importance of privacy,
consent and good digital citizenship.

Attached are key points you can discuss with your children.
Please visit SchoolTV for more resources and listen to the interviews with leading specialists in this area.

In any moment of decision, the best thing you can do is the right thing, the next best thing is the
wrong thing, and the worst thing you can do is nothing.

Meridith Theodore Roosevelt
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https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/theodore-roosevelt-quotes

ANZAC DAY

Ann Hirst
STUDENT LEADERSHIP TEAM
Abby Black, Caitlyn Gorman, Myles Black, Kirby Vise
Our School Leadership Teampr oudl y represented our school communi

ceremony, laying a wreath in honour of those who have served and sacrificed for our country. Their
respectful participation reflect s the values of remembrance, gratitude and service, and served as a powerful
reminder of the importance of acknowledging our history.

ANZAC Dayis observed each year on April 25 and is a significantNational Day of Remembrancein Australia
and New Zealand. It marks the anniversary of the landing of Australian and New Zealand Army Corps
(ANZAC) troops at Gallipoli in 1915 during World War |. The day honours all servicemen and women who
have served and sacrificed in wars, conflits and peacekeeping operations. It is commemorated with
services marches, and moments of reflection, bringing communities together to remember courage,
mateship and the enduring spirit of those who have served.
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DOLLY0OS DREAM WORKSHOP

Carina Barton
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Moment s in our school.

Photos of presentation of Yr 12 jumpers, the term 1 awards & the Good Friday Fundraiser
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YR 10 EXPLORING THHR FUTURE AT DEAKIN UNIVERSITY

Delma Fidler

Yr 10 at Deakin with Group Leader, Olivia Nolte Visit to South -West TAFE

The year ten students arrived at CastertohofSeMday,dak
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PUSHING THE PACE AT HOUSE CROSS COUNTRY

Carina Barton

The weather gods certainly smiled down on Casterton Secondary College during our crosscountry event in
early May. The rain held off for the entire event and the sun even shone for a while.

The course through the farm was once again easy to follow thanks to the efforts of Mr Goodwin and Darcy

Brown. Students were saying before the event that
changed that idea as they huffed and puffed up their way through the vines towards the finish line.

Thanks to all the participants and all staff who marshalled, directed, recorded and encouraged the students
all around the course.

Our age group champions were Imogen Watson, Theo Naylor, Ruby James, Riley Gorman, Chiyoka
Kanetaka, George Robbins, Ylana Grigg, Darcy Brown, Kirby Hoe, Henry Robins, Kirby Vise and Myles Black.

Overall house winners were the mighty blue house, Glenelg.

{

AGE GROUP W/NERS

Myles Black, Theo Naylor, Henry Robins, Kirby Vise, Ylana Grigg, Darcy Brown, George Robbins, Riley Gorman, Kirby Hoe
FRONT: Ruby James, Chiyoka Kanetaka, Immy Watson
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WINNING HOUSE CAPTAINS
Bailey Carlin, Ylana Grigg, Jake McCombe, &
Mia Carter
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DO IT FOR DOLLY

Elly Needham (Student Counci)

On Thursday the 7th of May, the students and staff at Casterton Secondary College celebrated Do it for

Dolly Day. Student Council organised and ran a fundraiser to raise money fortheé Do it f or Dol |
foundation. The fundraiser included a barbecue and cookies with each item one gold coin. Whilst in the art

room we had blue handprints placed on paper by students and staff members. In the end over $300 was

raised. Thank you to student Council, especially our captains and vice captains, Abby Black, Kirby Vise

Caitlyn Gorman, Myles Black and Mr Rathmell (BBQ), for running the day and supervising. A very special
thank you to Jackds Nan for making those beautiful
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2026 VINTAGE HAS STARTED

Our Year 10 students recently stepped into the world of winemaking, beginning vintage right here at
school. From picking the school grapes to taking part in the hands-on process of crushing them, students
experienced the first stages of transforming fruit into wine. This practical activity givesthem an appreciation
of the craft, patience, and science involved in the winemaking process.
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Year 9 ART-Lino Printing

Faith Roper

FOOD STUDIES, Year 11/12

Jo McKenzie

Jodie Lee Hoe inspiring our class and
sharing her knowledge of sourdough
making with the senior Food Studies class.
The samples were delicious.

Jodlie LeeHoe, Jo McKenzie, Ruby, Kirby,
Caitlyn, sampling the freshly made
sourdough.
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AROUND THE SCHOOL

POSITIVE ACKNOWLEDGEMENT AWARD RECIPIENT

Congratulations to year nine student Jack McCalman-Robertson . Jack was
recommended for the award by Mrs McKenzie and Mrs Carter for his efforts and
ent husiasm with our recent 6Do it for
whole school community would like to acknowledge Jack for this positive
behaviour.

Congratulations to year nine student Darcy Brown . Darcy was recommended for
the award by Mrs Barton and the leadership team for his invaluable assistance
with the House and GD cross country event set up.

The whole school community would like to acknowledge Darcy for the positive
behaviour.
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GLENELG DISTRICT CROSS COUNTRY

Carina Barton

Monday May 11" was the date for the annual Glenelg District Cross Country event held at Casterton
Secondary College. The event starts and finishes on the oval, and the course runs through our farmyards.
The events consist of a three kilometre course and a five-kilometre course winding through the paddocks.

It is quite a challenging course with some long steady climbs as well as a few flat areas.

Our Casterton runners did well with Kirby Vise finishing 3¢ in the 21 girl's event and Riley Gorman coming
in7"in the 14 boyds race. Moni vae coll ege won over
(which is performance based on school numbers), a great effort!

Thanks to Casterton staff for running the successful event and Dane Vise for getting all the results out on
the day, and of course Mr Goodwin and Darcy Brown for all the preparation and set up of the track.
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AGRICULTURE, on the Farm

SCHOOL FARM
AGRICULTURE
HORTICULTURE
VITICULTURE
AQUACULTURE
OENOLOGY
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NOORLA YO LONG EXCURSIONYear 7 & 9

Carina Barton

Our year seven and year nine students headed across the border on Friday 18 May to the Noorla Yo-Long
activity centre.
Translated from the local indigenous language, NoorlaYooLong means OHouse Caved.

The centre is run by the South Australian Police, where the officer in charge, Geoff Yates, and his
enthusiastic team provide an environment that allows students to tackle numerous tasks. These are
designed not only to educate, but to challenge them on a journey of commitment and discovery, raising
their self-belief in themselves along the way.

Due to threatening weather conditions Geoff and his team decided it would be best to concentrate on
indoor activities including the climbing wall which provides a myriad of challenges. Despite nervous grins,
and more than a f ew 0tNeoexperytwotion agdcheld fiom thet irstéuctorsithe stiedents
soon got to grips with things, whether that was climbing or belaying their peers. As confidence grew
amongst the climbers, impressed by their commitment, Geoff challenged them to see if they could better
the times set on their first attempt at the number one climb.

Accepting the challenge our top three students were Theo Naylor (aka Peter Parker) who sprinted to the
top in just over 8 seconds, Charli Williams was a close second, followed by Jackson Maxwell.

The attitude, commitment, and behaviour of the students throughout the day was excellent. Thank-you to
Mr Vise for taking time away from his busy schedule to supervise the students.

(NB: Peter Parker is also known as Spideman!)
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SchoolTV | KEYPoints

Sexting

Sexting is when someone shares sexually explicit text messages, photos or videos with
others through electronic devices like smartphones or computers, This type of behaviour
has become more common with the widespread use of technology and the internet. Asa
parent, it's important to talk to your children and adelescents about sexting, what it is, and
what it means. It's a sensitive topic, but having an open and honest conversation can help
your child understand the potential consequences of this behaviour and make responsible
decisions. Additionally, discussing the dangers of sexting can help them understand the
importance of privacy, consent and good digital citizenship.

Definition of sexting

Explain what sexting is and the types of content that fall under this category.

Consequences of sexting

Discuss the legal, social and emotional consequences of sexting and how it can
have a lasting impact on a person's reputation and relationships.

Privacy and consent

Emphasise the importance of respecting others' privacy and cbtaining consent
before sharing explicit images or messages and that the consequences of doing
so without their consent is illegal

Digital footprint
Explain how images and messages shared through sexting can be easily spread

and shared, even if the person who shared them intended them to be private

Pressure to participate

Discuss the pressure that they may feel to participate in sexting and the need to
resist this pressure
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TV  KEYPoints

Cyberbullying

Explain how sexting can lead to cyberbullying. including anline harassment and
the spreading of explicit images without consent.

Emational impact

Discuzs the emotional impact including feelings of shame, embarrassmeant, and
humiliation, and how this can affect a person's mental health and salf-asteam.

Communication

Encourage yvour child 1o talk 1o you or another trusted adult if they receive explicit
images or messages from someone else

Critical thinking

Encourage your child to think critically before they send or share explicit images
or messages and to consider the potential consequences of their actions

Digital citizenship

Q000 0&

Emphasise the importance of being responsible and respectful when using
technelegy and the intarnet and the need to make srmart and safe choices.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

HFIMIL TON

HURRICFINES

[RYOUTS

REGISTER NOW

Tryout 1: Sunday May 24th

. Tuesday May 26th (Girls)
TWOUT 2: Wednesday May 27th (Boys)

-U12 (2016/17) - U14 (2014/2015) - U16 (2012/13) - U18 (2010/11)

Hamilton Basketball is currently preparing for the Hurricanes Representative Squad season for

2026. Wedd |like to invite any student currently

upcoming tryouts.

Tryouts arendt just for selection; theydre
learn new skills from our expert coaching team. Please find a flyer for our Hamilton Hurricanes
Tryouts attached with the dates and registration QR code.
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UNDERSTANDING YOUTH, Building resilience Seminars

There are some live stream options
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